Mexico - Decenr







Mexico - December, 2015



© 2016 Larry and Pavla Luckham

The Blurb-provided layout designs and graphic elements are copyright Blurb Inc. @



Mexico - December, 2015

// :“\‘;\ R \‘t:;;
N7 /:“v ‘5\\\\:‘.

a (N

'}ﬂLFﬁM[ {2

First stop, back to our favorite beach at Los Arecifes in Tulum.
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This is really a restaurant on the beach. We have been here enough, and the same guy runs the place, so he
knows us. And he is quite happy to have us spend all day there, read books and go in an out of the water.
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Their mixed cevice is pretty good and the portion was enormous.
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One of Pavla's favorite places at our favorite hotel in Tulum, Don Diego de La Selva.
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Our next stop was at Laguna Bacalar where we again stayed at hotel Villas Ecotucan.
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The lake is clean fresh water, very swimmable, kayakable, and now SUP'able.
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Larry finds a friend.
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We borrowed a couple of the kayaks and went for a paddle. It turned out that these kayaks are not rotomolded
and not very rugged. They leaked and took on water so weren't very fun to paddle.
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Pavla coming back from an early morning paddle in the fog. The shore was alive with birds while the water was
mystical in the morning mist.
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Good paddle!
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Now for a swim.
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Chetumal is a commercial and industrial town on the border with Belize, but
they have space reserved for Larry, the Crocodile.
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The Hotel Bacalar is in town, right on the lake, and very nice. We went for lunch and Pavla went for a swim, a
very long swim. We will stay there next time.
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Laguna Bacalar is called Lake of Seven Colors, and it is easy to see why.
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Pavla swam to the island ahead, which took a while. Larry was already trying to figure out how to get all the
luggage back home all by himself in case that she got eaten by a pirate or a fish.
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We ordered cold beer and some food at Hotel Bacalar, and they let us use the facilities for as long as we cared to
stay. Our cabana at Ecotucan was in a jungle, hot and surrounded by mosquitoes so we gladly spent the
afternoon on a breezy hillside above the lake.

18



Mexico - December, 2015

Zocalo Bacalar. It's across from an old fort. We came back after dinner for a Christmas program. This is the town
where Caesar, the sushi chef, has bought land to build a house.
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Zocalo Bacalar. It's across from an old fort. We came back after dinner for a Christmas program.
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Fuerte de San Felipe, an old fort in Bacalar built to protect the town from pirates. The lake was once connected to
the sea. It sort of still is, but not in a way that allows pirate ships into the lake.
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View of Laguna Bacalar from the fort.
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We stayed at the Eco Hotel for a couple of nights so we were able to try out a couple of dinner places. This was
La Playita. Just below the fort and on the water.
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That's Pavla taking a walk on the pier. I went after dinner.
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Dinner at La Playita. The food wasn't memorable, but the patio on the lake shaded by a huge tree was very
pleasant.
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The shrimp and rice was pretty good.
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The second night it was this great little pizza place just off the zocalo. The energetic owner, her husband and their
daughters run the place.
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Getting ready for the Christmas show.
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On with the show!
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Chetumal is only a short distance from Bacalar so a day trip was in order.
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In the Chetumal Walmart we came across this. Firefighter turnouts! Not sure
who they imagine will use them.
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A visit to the ruins at Becan.




Mexico - December, 2015

Becan was cool, with lots of passage ways and climbing up and down stairs and structures. There were no other
visitors there, and we could have had a tranquil experience, just us, the jungle and the pyramids. Except for the
guy with the leaf blower that insisted on moving the jungle droppings from one corner to the other.
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As fantastic as European ruins are, and there are some great ones in Italy & Greece, what the Mayans did takes a
backseat to no one.
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Pavla on top.
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And, all by hand over hundreds of years.
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Then there was the Chicanna ruins just a little bit further down the road.
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Chicanna is known for extensive decorations representing the mouth of a serpent. It was very hot and humid and
we kept looking for sighting of a toucan that never happened. The ruins were small, but very impressive, and it
was a quiet day in the jungle.
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The symbolism and complexity is stunning.
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Campeche! A long and tiring drive from Bacalar. We hoped for a scenic road through Seybaplaya and ended up
facing enormous sink holes, demonstration with a barricade, unmarked turns. Bad driving day.
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Happy to be in Campeche! The colorful signs are another attempt by the government to attract tourists.
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We stayed in the same Hotel Plaza Colonial that we stumbled upon on the first trip. Pavla booked a junior suite,
because it was only extra $5, and she has never stayed in one before. It turned out to be a room big enough to
dance in, with a french door facing a stone wall. The opposite of charming or cozy.
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The malecon in Campeche. Walking the malecon is one of our favorite Campeche pastimes.
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Larry on the zocalo.
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A peaceful, laid back center of a town. We spent hours just doing nothing there. This year there were a humber of
large modern sculpture pieces on display.
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Christmas decorations, on a windy day.
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Fishing pangas in various states of upkeep or decay as we walked down the malecon. The fisherman have taken
camper tops from pickups to make cabins on their pangas.
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La Palapa del Tio Fito. We stopped for lunch and beers.
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Pavla got talking to a young woman who was going to be the god mother of little baby Isabela. They were setting
up for la fiesta to celebrate her baptizing, and Pavla was invited to meet the baby and her mother. A Mayan
woman was holding the baby who took immediate exception to be being passed on to anybody else and started
crying.
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Colorful.
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More colorful. And as plain as the streetscape is, except for the nice colors, behind many of these walls are
beautiful courtyards and gardens.
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the case!
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One of the nice streets closed off to vehicle traffic.
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You've got to love Mexico. When the streets slope down for drainage, no point

in sidewalks following. Just add steps! Note the lady in dark clothes at the end
of the block where the curb is about 4 feet high and 5 steps.
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El mercado municipal. Large and full of everything from produce, to fish, poultry and meat, plus all manner of
household goods.
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You find all sorts of things in the market. Those poor guys were probably by-catch
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Pile of catfish that a guy was cleaning and cutting into filets.
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Los pulpos! Pavla said something to the lady selling them and she picked one up on a spatula for closer
examination. Bid smile!
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The crabs were still running around, trying to look fierce
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The outskirts of the market. Once inside, there is no sunlight, you are on a different planet. Last year we
encountered a guy with a whole butchered hog on his shoulder, and a cigarette in one hand, on his way in.
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Larry is reading a book on the zocalo.
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One of several weddings in the main cathedral.
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Las Posadas, a traditional reenactment of part of the Christmas story where the expecting couple is trying to find
a roof over their heads. We really wanted to see more, but for the longest time nothing was happening and we
finally gave up. Operating on Mexican time takes time to learn.
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Pavla noticed a sign offering visits to the church tower. Due to some miscommunication we probably climbed up
when we weren't supposed to, but nobody cared and the views were beautiful.
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Bring your earplugs !
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Larry in the tower. Just like Stinadla.

66



Mexico - December,

Pavla is having a blast. She gets to climb and explore and not get caught.
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The stairway up to the tower was spiral and narrow.
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A great Cuban band was playing in the zocalo.




Mexico - December, 2015

This young girl is a daughter of the band leader, and this was her first public performance. She started shy and
then just ran with it. Amazing.
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Everything is decorated with colored light for Christmas.
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We stopped by Edzna on the way from Campeche. This is a nice large scale ruin, and not too many visitors, at

least not this time of year.

ZONA ARQUEOLOGICA

‘Patrimonio cultural

del pueblo de Campeche

Patrimanio cu'tural
de la Nacion
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These "smaller" ruins may not be as famous as Palenque but they are still amazing.
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View from the top of one.
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More intricate stone carving. Also, the pattern of smaller stones arranged seemingly in such a way as to provide
traction and avoid a slippery surface. Hard on bare feet?
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Ruins native resident! Iguanas are plentiful.
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One of the colorful small towns in the middle of Yucatan. We kept going to pharmacies looking for Pavla's allergy
medication. The pharmacist would look at what we want, nod knowingly, spend 5 minutes on a computer, and tell
us they don't have it. Finally instead of asking for Flonaise Pavla just explained her symptoms, and got small
bottle of what turned out to be Claritin. One pill and sneezing was gone. Next time, just trust to the professional.
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This is the interior of the building on the last page.
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Every town has town square, zocalo, with a church.
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And, almost every zocalo is decorated for Christmas.
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We stopped by a roadside cave attraction.

83



Mexico - December, 2015

This one was no longer "natural" but it had colorful lighting and music.
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The cave wasn't exactly left in its pristine natural state, but considering the
number of caves in the area, it is actually OK to turn one into a light and music
show.
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At one point we took a wrong turn and went off into an area that wasn't really
open to the public.
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In this section the light colors were changing.
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I think it was a bit past this that we went right instead of left, and left the
trail.

90



Mexico - December, 2015

_

1

Another little town. Traditional Mayan house on the left, catholic church ahead, and of course the guy in the bed
of the pickup truck ahead of us.
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Pickled Onion in Santa Elena, in the middle of Yucatan jungle. It turned out that Pavla mixed up dates and
reservations, and they expected us the previous night. Fortunately they had one last cabana available and gave it
to us. There is nothing like arriving very hot and tired and finding out that there is no room awaiting. We liked it

so much that we stayed an extra night.
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Our cabana at Pickled Onion.

93



Mexico - December, 2015

Even in December, it was very hot and humid, and the pool was a saving
grace.
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Our room. Pretty nice.
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Almost, but not quite, another princess bed for Pavla.
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The orange thing in the middle, that is a corgi tail. Valerie Pickled, the British owner, had a proper British corgi
puppy with endless energy. Larry fell in love immediately.
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The place has beautiful serene landscaping and lots colorful birds.
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We spent the day poking around little towns with unpronounceable names and getting lost constantly. This is in
Oxkutzcab.
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Another town, another church.
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Not sure if this is a regular street market, or if this was special for Christmas.
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The land of pedicabs and motocabs.
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Pretty peaceful.
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Oxkutzcab is the center of this citrus growing region.
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Market. Everything looks and is fresh.
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Limes! Or maybe oranges.
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This market, like many in Mexico, had both an indoor part, and an outdoor part.
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Pick up some vegetables, and a houseplant.
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We walked over to have a look at the church. Then back to the market.
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Turkeys for sale. Very fresh. Still alive. This is Christmas time. Note the bound feet. Making Christmas dinner
really starts at the beginning here.
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Pavla asked the ladies if she could take a picture of their turkeys in the crate.
One of them promptly picked one up and handed it to her. They are heavy!
The ladies giggled away.
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Labna is a small ruin known for its intricately decorated building, and, most of all, its arch.
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El Arco, the arch in Labna.
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Each of the Mayan ruins sites, which were small to large cities in Mayan times, seems to have a unique style.
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Very ornamental.
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Columns and a Mayan arch.

117



Mexico - December, 2015

118

“La mano poderosa” ZONA ARQUEOLOGICA

: b ‘ ATRIMONIO CULTURAL DE YUCATAN Y DE LA NACION
Esta antigua ciudad abarca aproximadamente 4 Usted esta. . Y

km* de fertiles fierras agricolas salpicadas de
templos, palacios y unidades habitacionales,
edificados entre los anos 700 y 1000 d.C.

De acuerdo con la evidencia ceramica, su
ocupacion se remonta al 500 a. C., sin embargo,
es alrededor del ano 600 d.C. cuando adquiere el
caracter urbaono que la caracterizé hasta el
momento de su apogeo entre el 800 y 1000

d.C. Mas tarde, fue sometida por los Iztaes de
Chichen lfza, quienes la ocuparon por breve
tiempo antes de abandonarla definitivamente.

Son notables sus edificios del estilo Puuc,
como el llamado €odz Poop, localizado en
el Grupo del Palacio, cuya funcion fue
probablemente de tipo administrativo.

En el Grupo Central, lo Gran piramide y un
amplio cuadrangulo preceden al Arco, el
cual indica la llegada a la ciudad. Por este
espacio publico tronsitaron pobladores y,
isit parficipes en ias civicas:
En cambio, en el Grupo Oeste, el Templo
de los Manos Rojas y El Mirador, parecen
hober fenido funciones religiosas y ritual

Destaca el Sacbé de 20 km de largo, que
une a Kabah con la ciudad de Uxmal, el
centro politico mas importante del sudoeste
de la peninsula.

This ancient city covers opproximately 4 k' of fartile
ogncultural lands dofted with femples, palcces, and residential
areos, built between the years 700 and 1000 A. D.
According fo cermic evidence, ifs occupetion dates back fo
500 B. C Neverfheless, it wasn' until around the year 600 A
D that it acquired an urban charccter, which if maintained
until the high point of ifs developmen! befween 800 and 1000
Loter on il was fuken over by the ltza people of Chichén
1125, who occupied it briefly before abandening it for good

I!s Puuc style buildings ore especially outstanding, The one-
called Codz Poop, for example, located in the Palace Group,
probably served as o kind of adminlstrative cente:

In the Central Graup, fhe Great Pyramid ond a spacious patio
precede fthe Arch, which marks fhe entrance o the city. The
Inhabifants and visilars atfended civil ceremonies [n this space
On the other hand, the buildings of the West Group, including
the Temple of the Red Hands and the Mirador seem to have:
functioned as religious and ritual cenfers.

A nofeworthy stone road known as o suché connected Kabah
wilh he city of Uxmal, the most Important polifical center in
the solthwestern part of the peninsula

aqui

Le tiuchben nof kaaja' ku
chukik neats' i* 4,000
meetro'ob tu tséelilo’ab
yaan ma'alob lu'um utia'al
pakial bey xan je fu'uxake”
‘yaan najil K'usjo'ob, najil
0'oh yéetel kiuchil kajtal
‘an ichil u ja'abilo’ab 700 yéetel
1,000 ts'a'okol u k’m./lul ki'ichkelem yutm.

Yéctel le k'at kaxta'an tecla’ ku yila'al u yiuchbenile! ku kiajal
Jalabil 500 ma' talak ki'ichkelem yiuni', chéen ba'ale!, naals' i
600 ts'0'okol u k'uchul ki'ichkelem Kunm Ka fu th'ulmlu noj.
kaajilil tak ka k'uch u nojchil ichil u ja‘abilo'ob 800 yl:clL'l 1,000
s%0'okol u Kluchul ki'ichkelem yuum, Ka mia Kiine', j(o'ok
tyo'olalle tsajo'abil Chi' he'en itsajo', cheéen ba'alc! ma
xaanchaj u kajkunso'obi ka' tu xaump'ata‘ob.

Jat i 1 2
Kots* pdopo, tya‘an tu miluch'il ¢ nail ajawa’ mii meyajnaf tia'al

stak u pakiililo'obil betpaylil pu'uk, je'ex Ie k'aaba'ata‘an
u kﬂ[mnlﬂ‘nlu taak'inil I kaajo's

Tu miuch'il chaumuke!, le noj ka'anal najo! yéatel jump'éel
koch taxkuna'an lu‘um kamp'éel u tséelo’ fya'ano'ol tianil ti*
Ie putinul pak'’, tu'tx kit il e noj kaajo', Ti'le beja’ mian
yatakach miak je’ex u kajndalilo ol ycctel xar jxfimbalo'ab
jtaalja'ano’ob tia'al le tsolanteobo". Jela'an (i' /e muuch il
childina, tu'ux yaan fe najil Kujil chak Kaho'obo' yéetel le
paakatilol, tu'ux kit yila'al chéen meyajnajo'ob tia'al Kulintaj.

Ba'ax jach k'a’ana’ane! leti’ e sak bef yaan junk'aal (20)
Kiloometralohy s chowalila's s nvpik Kabah yéetel 1 noj kaaji
Uxmal, u chuumukil u ka'ana‘anil v nojol-chik'inil Ie petenila’.
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The site of Kabah extended on both sides of the road. The Palace of the Masks is decorated by masks of rain god

Chaac, repeated over and over and over. There is an arch on the other side of the road, without ornamentation,
but much taller than the one in Labna.
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Mayan, but in a different style.
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Intricate patterns and carving.
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Cenote Kankirische near Abala on the way from Santa Elena to Merida. The cenote was not easy to find with a limited description. We were
going down a bad road not sure if we have already missed the turn, should continue, or give up. Finally there was a motorcycle going the
other direction, and with little Spanish and lots of good will, we got directions. Another long drive on a dirt road, and we arrived to a
clearing in jungle with marked parking spaces and a bored guy collecting fee.
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It was just us and a three divers who were smarter and drove all the way to the cenote, not believing the first guy
that the closer parking was full. Another bored local was collecting fee there, not sure if competing with the first
one or working together.
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The water was nice and clear and offered some cooling on a hot humid Yucatan day.
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The penetrating tree roots add a nice touch of the macabre.
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Our hotel in Merida. This was at least our third time here.
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Not much changed, the pool was still there and just as inviting.
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Towel art.
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Walk to the zocalo with life size nativity scene very popular with locals.
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Fake Mayan structure dividing major street leading to the Mayan museum.
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We walked ail the way to the Parquie del Centenario one morning, just to find out it was closed that day. It was
fairly disappointing on a hot day after a long walk.
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The park had a small zoo that we got to see over the fence.
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Nice old Merida building, and for sale.
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We spent the afternoon watching life in the zocalo.

135



Mexico - December, 2015

L ie=
=

)
gis

-
-
-

A

& %
-

)
M

;-7{?"

N

Those two Mayan ladies were great. One had a flip flop that was falling apart, so they got a big bottle of glue and
fixed it right then and there.
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This little guy saw us, two American tourists with cameras, and had to say Hola.
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The spray artist. There must be a spray artist on the square in Merida, it is a rule.
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Larry enjoying time relaxing in the main square and observing life passing by.
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Parque Santa Lucia near the hotel.
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We stopped for dinner on the square one night. It was pretty sitting outside, but the restaurant itself was a little
pretentious. Next time we will come for the weekly live music in the park.
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Portico del Peregrino, our favorite restaurant in Merida. The courtyard is muy romantico.
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Cathedral in Merida. Built with stones from a Mayan pyramid that used to be
where the cathedral is now. Christmas Eve mass.

143



Mexico - December, 2015

Christmas day breakfast at Hotel Casa San Angel.
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Christmas day breakfast at Hotel Casa San Angel.

145



Mexico - December, 2015

Hotel Casa San Angel. Very Merida.
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It looked very nice, but Pavla priced it at around $300 a night, about 3 times what we are paying some blocks
away.
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Covered passage next to the art museum.
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The museum is free and air conditioned. And it has art, too.
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We've been here a number of times and are often the only visitors, at least in the section that we are in at the
time.
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We've probably been there 3-4 times.
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El Gran Museo del Mundo Maya is a bit outside of central Merida. It's ultra modern spectacular architecture.
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These were part of a temporary exhibit, I think, by schools.
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They have some really fine collections.
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This modern exhibit was on the top floor of the birdcage tower. The artist had pasted thousands of these little ant
stickers on the floors, walls, and just about everything else. He had wonderfully detailed little bug figures in a
display case.
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LAS AVENTURAS E .LABODA
DELTIO CONEJO e A
Ninos Nifos Nuu savi
Populucas o (Mixtecos)
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San Pedro Penasco
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Very colorfull.
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This was an interesting ship model. I've forgotten the details, but it's a trimaran, of sorts, as there are smaller
hulls outside the main one. Notice that it also has a propeller, so not terribly old.
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Inside the blue lit dome was a geotechnical exhibit presentation that we didn't see.




Mexico - December, 2015

It's hard to tell from the photo but this was a walkable glass floor.
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This is a reproduction and enters into a small theater.
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Modern along with the ancient.
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Winding stair to the birdcage tower.
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The birdcage structure was pretty cool.
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It was either 4 or 5 stories tall.
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Lots of structure to the structure.
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There was a glass curtain wall enclosing the whole birdcage with special
stainless steel mounting hardware.
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One day we decided to drive to the little coastal town of Sisal. Small settlement on Highway 28 on the way.
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I think this might be Hunucma, another town on Highway 28 on the way to Sisal.
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El Muelle in the little beach town of Sisal, a day trip from Merida.
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Sisal was a pretty quiet place.
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We brought the inflatable SUP so Pavla paddles off the playa de Sisal.
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The Muelle de Sisal Restaurante on the beach in Sisal where we had a nice lunch after Pavla paddled on her SUP.
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Happy Pavla. Paddled and now lunch!
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We also took a walk on the beach and collected a couple of shells.
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Starfish on the beach in Sisal.
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We spent a few more days in Merida before needing to head home.
This sculpture was in the back stairwell of our hotel.
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Night life on the zocalo, especially at Christmas.
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The nativity has a life size elephant.
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Santa consults a customer.
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Many Mayan cities have a ball court where games were played. These guys are demonstrating how the game was
actually played. Points are scored when the ball goes through the suspended ring.
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Too soon vacationis over and we're back at the airport waiting for our
flight home.
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Pavla carried this guy all the way from Tulum on about the first or
second night in Mexico all the way home.
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Pavla bought this big guy at a Christmas fair in Tulum about our first night in Mexico and managed to hand carry
it all the way home so it arrived in one piece and hangs in our front entry.
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